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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

Applicant's election of Group 1 pertaining to claims 1 - 7, 9 - 1 3, 15, 17, 19-21, 
23 - 25, 27, 29, and 30 in the reply filed on 02/22/2008 is acknowledged, applicant has 
canceled claims 2, 8, 14, 16, 18, 22, 26, 28, and 31, also claims 15 and 17 are canceled 
as requested by applicant. Because applicant did not distinctly and specifically point out 
the supposed errors in the restriction requirement, the election has been treated as an 
election without traverse (MPEP § 818.03(a)). 

Priority 

Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 119(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statements (IDS) submitted on 11/27/2006 and 
12/04/2006 have been considered by the examiner. The submissions are in compliance 
with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. 



Specification 

The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 
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Claim Objection 

Claims 3 - 6, 9 - 12, 19 - 20, 23 - 24, and 30 are objected to because of the 
following informalities: each of these dependent claims should start with "The". 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim 13 is objected to because of the following informalities: in line 5 "firm" 
should be changed to -from-. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim 30 is objected to because of the following informalities: in line 5 "camerl" 
should be changed to -camera-. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 4 recite the limitations " said last-mentioned image data". The terms "last- 
mentioned image data" is not discussed earlier in the claim nor is it discussed in the 
independent claim that it depends from. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this 
limitation in the claim. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 3, 7, 9, 13, 17, 19 - 21, 23 - 25, 29 and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Sato et al. (US patent No. 6,977,676) in view of 
Moghadam et al. (US patent No. 5,682,197). 

Regarding claim 1, Sato et al. discloses a monitoring system for monitoring a 
predetermined location (figure 1 item 109, PC), comprising: 

a first image display portion (figures 2, 12A - 12B, and 13 item 203) for storing in 
a storage unit image data (column 9 lines 58 - 67; image storage), derived from a first 
camera unit capable of taking images from different imaging directions (figures 1 and 
item 101 and figure 7 items 71 and 72; wide-angle cameras 71 and 72 in figure 7 when 
combined together are considered as one camera unit and they take images from 
different imaging directions), said first image display portion displaying either 
compressed images of said image data having been compressed from said first camera 
unit or compressed images of said image data read from said storage unit and then 
being compressed (column 5 lines 10-18; item 114 compressed and encoded signal; 
also column 6 lines 1 - 9, image signal 113 is compressed and encoded); and 

a second image display portion (figures 2, 12A - 12B, and 13 item 202) for 
deriving moving image data of from a second camera unit capable of taking images 
from changeable directions and displaying said moving image data (figures 1 and item 
110 and figure 7 item 73), 
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wherein a predetermined range is selected with a first indicating display and 
superimposed on said first image display portion (figures 2, 12A - 12B, and 13 item 
204), and said moving image data is derived within said predetermined range (figures 2, 
12A - 12B, and 13 item 202 in relation to item 204). 

However, Sato et al. fails to disclose that that there is position information is 
associated with each set of image data and displaying at a position based on position 
information associated with a set of said displayed image data, with the position 
information of each a respective set of image data being assembled therein. 
Moghadam et al., on the other hand discloses that there is position information is 
associated with each set of image data and displaying at a position based on position 
information associated with a set of said displayed image data, with the position 
information of each a respective set of image data being assembled therein. 

More specifically, Moghadam et al. discloses that there is position information is 
associated with each set of image data (column 2 lines 9-35 and column 3 lines 52 et 
seq.; header includes panoramic mode indicator for indicating how to combine images) 
and displaying at a position based on position information associated with a set of said 
displayed image data (column 2 lines 9-35 and column 3 lines 52 et seq.; header 
includes panoramic mode indicator for indicating how to combine images), with the 
position information of each a respective set of image data being assembled therein 
(column 2 lines 9-35 and column 3 lines 52 et seq.; header includes panoramic mode 
indicator for indicating how to combine images). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the teachings of Moghadam et al. with the 
teachings of Sato et al. because in column 2 lines 21 - 29 Moghadam et al. teaches 
that the use of the invention will result in a simple camera capable of producing 
panoramic images and hence producing a panoramic or such image and displaying 
using the position information so that the image is arranged correctly; also the 
panoramic image is constructed together avoiding overlapping of images when the 
panoramic image is constructed. 

Regarding claim 3, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 1, Sato et al. 
in view of Moghadam et al. teaches all of the limitations of the parent claim. 
Additionally, Sato et al. teaches that said first and second image display portions make 
display on mutually different areas on display means (figures 2, 12A - 12B, and 13 items 
202 and 203). 

Regarding claim 7, Sato et al. discloses a monitoring method for monitoring a 
predetermined location (figure 1 item 109, PC monitoring remote cameras), comprising: 

a step for storing in a storage unit image data (column 9 lines 58 - 67; image 
storage), derived from a first camera unit capable of taking images from different 
imaging directions (figures 1 and item 101 and figure 7 items 71 and 72; wide-angle 
cameras 71 and 72 in figure 7 when combined together are considered as one camera 
unit and they take images from different imaging directions); a step for displaying on a 
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first image display portion, either compressed images of said image data having been 
compressed from said first camera unit or compressed images of said image data read 
from said storage unit and then being compressed (column 5 lines 10 - 18; item 114 
compressed and encoded signal; also column 6 lines 1 - 9, image signal 113 is 
compressed and encoded); 

a step for deriving moving image data from a second camera unit capable of 
taking images, from changeable directions (figures 1 and item 110 and figure 7 item 73); 
and 

a step for displaying said moving image data on a second image display portion 
(figures 2, 12A - 12B, and 13 item 202), wherein a predetermined range is selected with 
a first indicating display and superimposed on said first image display portion (figures 2, 
12A - 12B, and 13 item 204), and said moving image data is derived within said 
predetermined range (figures 2, 12A - 12B, and 13 item 202 in relation to item 204). 

However, Sato et al. fails to disclose position information associated with each 
set of image data and a step for displaying on the first display portion at a position 
based on position information associated with a set of said displayed image data, with 
the position information of a respective set of image data being assembled therein. 
Moghadam et al., on the other hand discloses position information associated with each 
set of image data and a step for displaying on the first display portion at a position 
based on position information associated with a set of said displayed image data, with 
the position information of a respective set of image data being assembled therein. 
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More specifically, Moghadam et al. discloses position information associated with 
each set of image data (column 2 lines 9-35 and column 3 lines 52 et sec?.; header 
includes panoramic mode indicator for indicating how to combine images) and a step 
for displaying on the first display portion at a position based on position information 
associated with a set of said displayed image data (column 2 lines 9-35 and column 3 
lines 52 et seq.; header includes panoramic mode indicator for indicating how to 
combine images), with the position information of a respective set of image data being 
assembled therein (column 2 lines 9-35 and column 3 lines 52 et seq.; header 
includes panoramic mode indicator for indicating how to combine images). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the teachings of Moghadam et al. with the 
teachings of Sato et al. because in column 2 lines 21 - 29 Moghadam et al. teaches 
that the use of the invention will result in a simple camera capable of producing 
panoramic images and hence producing a panoramic or such image and displaying 
using the position information so that the image is arranged correctly; also the 
panoramic image is constructed together avoiding overlapping of images when the 
panoramic image is constructed. 

Regarding claim 9, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 7, Sato et al. 
in view of Moghadam et al. teaches all of the limitations of the parent claim. 
Additionally, Sato et al. teaches that said first and second image display portions make 
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display on mutually different areas on display means (figures 2, 12A - 12B, and 13 items 
202 and 203). 

Regarding claim 13, Sato et al. discloses a program embodied in a computer- 
readable medium (column 3 lines 4 - 21 , column 6 lines 29 - 58, and column 7 liens 4 
et seq.) for causing a computer to execute a monitoring method for monitoring a 
predetermined location (figure 1 item 109, PC) by: 

storing in a storage unit image data (column 9 lines 58 - 67; image storage), 
derived from a first camera unit capable of taking images from different imaging 
directions (figures 1 and item 101 and figure 7 items 71 and 72; wide-angle cameras 71 
and 72 in figure 7 when combined together are considered as one camera unit and they 
take images from different imaging directions); 

displaying on a first image display portion (figures 2, 12A - 12B, and 13 item 
203), either compressed images of said taken-image data having been compressed 
from said first camera unit or compressed images of said image data read from said 
storage unit and then being compressed (column 5 lines 10-18; item 114 compressed 
and encoded signal; also column 6 lines 1 - 9, image signal 113 is compressed and 
encoded); 

deriving moving image data from a second camera unit capable of taking images 
from changeable directions (figures 1 and item 110 and figure 7 item 73); and 

displaying said moving image data on a second image display portion (figures 2, 
12A-12B, and 13 item 202), 
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wherein a predetermined range is selected with a first indicating display and 
superimposed on said first image display portion (figures 2, 12A - 12B, and 13 item 
204), and said moving image data is derived within said predetermined range (figures 2, 
12A - 12B, and 13 item 202 in relation to item 204). 

However, Sato et al. fails to disclose position information associated with each 
set of image data and displaying on the first image display portion at a position based 
on position information associated with a set of said displayed image data, with the 
position information of a respective set of image data being assembled therein. 
Moghadam et al., on the other hand discloses position information associated with each 
set of image data and displaying on the first image display portion at a position based 
on position information associated with a set of said displayed image data, with the 
position information of a respective set of image data being assembled therein. 

More specifically, Moghadam et al. discloses position information associated with 
each set of image data (column 2 lines 9-35 and column 3 lines 52 et sec?.; header 
includes panoramic mode indicator for indicating how to combine images) and 
displaying on the first image display portion at a position based on position information 
associated with a set of said displayed image data (column 2 lines 9-35 and column 3 
lines 52 et sec?.; header includes panoramic mode indicator for indicating how to 
combine images), with the position information of a respective set of image data being 
assembled therein (column 2 lines 9-35 and column 3 lines 52 et sec?.; header 
includes panoramic mode indicator for indicating how to combine images). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the teachings of Moghadam et al. with the 
teachings of Sato et al. because in column 2 lines 21 - 29 Moghadam et al. teaches 
that the use of the invention will result in a simple camera capable of producing 
panoramic images and hence producing a panoramic or such image and displaying 
using the position information so that the image is arranged correctly; also the 
panoramic image is constructed together avoiding overlapping of images when the 
panoramic image is constructed. 

Regarding claim 17, Sato et al. discloses a monitoring system for monitoring a 
wide area (figure 1 item 109, PC), comprising: 

a first image group (figures 2, 12A - 12B, and 13 item 203) for storing in a 
storage unit (column 9 lines 58 - 67; image storage) image data derived from different 
positions (figures 1 and item 101 and figure 7 items 71 and 72; wide-angle cameras 71 
and 72 in figure 7 when combined together are considered as one camera unit and they 
take images from different imaging directions), and for displaying compressed images of 
said image data (figures 2, 12A - 12B, and 13 item 203 and column 5 lines 10-18; item 
114 compressed and encoded signal; also column 6 lines 1 - 9, image signal 113 is 
compressed and encoded); 

a second image group (figures 2, 12A - 12B, and 13 item 202) which, upon a 
sighting line for identifying a predetermined range superimposed on said first image 
group and selected with said sighting line (figures 2, 12A - 12B, and 13 item 203 with 
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line 204), derives image data of at the associated position information of said selected 
predetermined range (figures 2, 12A - 12B, and 13 item 202 in relation to item 204), and 
displays said derived image data at the associated position (figures 2, 12A - 12B, and 
13 item 202); and 

a display unit for displaying said first and said second image groups on mutually 
different regions (figures 2, 12A - 12B, and 13 items 202 and 203). 

However, Sato et al. fails to disclose position information associated with each 
set of image data and for displaying at a position based on corresponding position 
information associated with a set of said displayed image data, with the position 
information of a respective set of image data being assembled therein. Moghadam et 
al., on the other hand discloses position information associated with each set of image 
data and for displaying at a position based on corresponding position information 
associated with a set of said displayed image data, with the position information of a 
respective set of image data being assembled therein. 

More specifically, Moghadam et al. discloses position information associated with 
each set of image data (column 2 lines 9-35 and column 3 lines 52 et seq.; header 
includes panoramic mode indicator for indicating how to combine images) and for 
displaying at a position based on corresponding position information associated with a 
set of said displayed image data (column 2 lines 9-35 and column 3 lines 52 et seq.; 
header includes panoramic mode indicator for indicating how to combine images), with 
the position information of a respective set of image data being assembled therein 



Application/Control Number: 10/649,150 Page 13 

Art Unit: 2622 

(column 2 lines 9-35 and column 3 lines 52 et seq.; header includes panoramic mode 
indicator for indicating how to combine images). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the teachings of Moghadam et al. with the 
teachings of Sato et al. because in column 2 lines 21 - 29 Moghadam et al. teaches 
that the use of the invention will result in a simple camera capable of producing 
panoramic images and hence producing a panoramic or such image and displaying 
using the position information so that the image is arranged correctly; also the 
panoramic image is constructed together avoiding overlapping of images when the 
panoramic image is constructed. 

Regarding claim 19, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 17, Sato et 
al. in view of Moghadam et al. teaches all of the limitations of the parent claim. 
Additionally, Sato et al. teaches while said desired range is being selected with said 
sighting line, and during the time from selection of said desired range with said sighting 
line until starting of image-taking of said desired range, image data within said desired 
range selected from said first image group with said sighting line is read out from said 
storage unit and displayed at a corresponding position on said second image group 
(figures 2, 12A - 12B, and 13 items 202 and 203 with line box 204). 

Regarding claim 20, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 17, Sato et 
al. in view of Moghadam et al. teaches all of the limitations of the parent claim. 
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Additionally, Sato et al. teaches upon a desired point on said first image group being 
selected, said sighting line is superimposed on said first image group according to said 
selected desired point (column 7 lines 21 - 33 and figures 2, 12A - 12B, and 13 items 
202 and 203 with line box 204; mouse used to point and select section). 

Regarding claim 21, Sato et al. discloses a monitoring method for monitoring a 
wide area (figure 1 item 109, PC), comprising: 

a step for storing in a storage unit (column 9 lines 58 - 67; image storage) image 
data derived from different positions (figures 1 and item 101 and figure 7 items 71 and 
72; wide-angle cameras 71 and 72 in figure 7 when combined together are considered 
as one camera unit and they take images from different imaging directions); a step for 
displaying in a first image group compressed images of said image data (column 5 lines 
10-18; item 114 compressed and encoded signal; also column 6 lines 1 - 9, image 
signal 1 13 is compressed and encoded); 

a step for deriving image data of a desired range within a predetermined range 
superimposed on said first image group and selected with a sighting line (figures 2, 12A 
- 12B, and 13 item 203 with line 204); 

a step for displaying in a second image group said derived image data at the 
associated position (figures 2, 12A - 12B, and 13 item 202); and 

a step for displaying said first and said second image groups on mutually 
different regions of a display unit (figures 2, 12A- 12B, and 13 items 202 and 203). 
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However, Sato et al. fails to disclose position information associated with each 
set of image data step for displaying in a first image group at a position based on 
position information associated with a set of said displayed image data, with the position 
information of a respective set of image data being assembled therein. Moghadam et 
al., on the other hand discloses position information associated with each set of image 
data step for displaying in a first image group at a position based on position information 
associated with a set of said displayed image data, with the position information of a 
respective set of image data being assembled therein. 

More specifically, Moghadam et al. discloses position information associated with 
each set of image data step for displaying in a first image group (column 2 lines 9-35 
and column 3 lines 52 et seq.; header includes panoramic mode indicator for indicating 
how to combine images) at a position based on position information associated with a 
set of said displayed image data (column 2 lines 9-35 and column 3 lines 52 et seq.; 
header includes panoramic mode indicator for indicating how to combine images), with 
the position information of a respective set of image data being assembled therein 
(column 2 lines 9-35 and column 3 lines 52 etseq.; header includes panoramic mode 
indicator for indicating how to combine images). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the teachings of Moghadam et al. with the 
teachings of Sato et al. because in column 2 lines 21 - 29 Moghadam et al. teaches 
that the use of the invention will result in a simple camera capable of producing 
panoramic images and hence producing a panoramic or such image and displaying 
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using the position information so that the image is arranged correctly; also the 
panoramic image is constructed together avoiding overlapping of images when the 
panoramic image is constructed. 

Regarding claim 23, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 21, Sato et 
al. in view of Moghadam et al. teaches all of the limitations of the parent claim. 
Additionally, Sato et al. teaches while said desired range is being selected with said 
sighting line, and during the time from selection of said desired range with said sighting 
line until starting of image-taking of said desired range, image data from said first image 
group within said desired range is read out from said storage unit and displayed at a 
corresponding position on said second image group (figures 2, 12A - 12B, and 13 items 
202 and 203 with line box 204). 

Regarding claim 24, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 21, Sato et 
al. in view of Moghadam et al. teaches all of the limitations of the parent claim. 
Additionally, Sato et al. teaches upon selecting a desired point on said first image 
group, said sighting line is superimposed on said first image group according to said 
selected desired point (column 7 lines 21 - 33 and figures 2, 12A - 12B, and 13 items 
202 and 203 with line box 204; mouse used to point and select section). 

Regarding claim 25, Sato et al. discloses a program embodied in a computer- 
readable medium (column 3 lines 4-21, column 6 lines 29 - 58, and column 7 liens 4 
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et seq.) for causing a computer to execute a monitoring method for monitoring a wide 
area (figure 1 item 109, PC) by: 

storing in a storage unit (column 9 lines 58 - 67; image storage) image data 
derived from different positions (figures 1 and item 101 and figure 7 items 71 and 72; 
wide-angle cameras 71 and 72 in figure 7 when combined together are considered as 
one camera unit and they take images from different imaging directions); displaying in a 
first image group (figures 2, 12A - 12B, and 13 item 203) compressed images of said 
image data (column 5 lines 10-18; item 114 compressed and encoded signal; also 
column 6 lines 1 - 9, image signal 1 13 is compressed and encoded); 

deriving image data of a desired range within a predetermined range 
superimposed on said first image group and selected with a sighting line (figures 2, 12A 
- 12B, and 13 item 203 with line 204); 

displaying in a second image group said derived image data at the associated 
position (figures 2, 12A - 12B, and 13 item 202); and 

displaying said first and said second image groups on mutually different regions 
of a display unit (figures 2, 12A - 12B, and 13 items 202 and 203). 

However, Sato et al. fails to disclose position information associated with each 
set of image data and displaying at a position based on position information associated 
with a set of said displayed image data, with the position information of a respective set 
of image data being assembled therein. Moghadam et al., on the other hand discloses 
position information associated with each set of image data and displaying at a position 
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based on position information associated with a set of said displayed image data, with 
the position information of a respective set of image data being assembled therein. 

More specifically, Moghadam et al. discloses position information associated with 
each set of image data (column 2 lines 9-35 and column 3 lines 52 et sec?.; header 
includes panoramic mode indicator for indicating how to combine images) and 
displaying at a position based on position information associated with a set of said 
displayed image data (column 2 lines 9-35 and column 3 lines 52 et seq.; header 
includes panoramic mode indicator for indicating how to combine images), with the 
position information of a respective set of image data being assembled therein (column 
2 lines 9-35 and column 3 lines 52 et seq.; header includes panoramic mode indicator 
for indicating how to combine images). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the teachings of Moghadam et al. with the 
teachings of Sato et al. because in column 2 lines 21 - 29 Moghadam et al. teaches 
that the use of the invention will result in a simple camera capable of producing 
panoramic images and hence producing a panoramic or such image and displaying 
using the position information so that the image is arranged correctly; also the 
panoramic image is constructed together avoiding overlapping of images when the 
panoramic image is constructed. 

Regarding claim 29, Sato et al. discloses a monitoring system for monitoring 
predetermined locations (figure 1 item 109, PC), comprising: 
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storage means for storing image data (column 9 lines 58 - 67; image storage), 
taken of different positions with a first camera unit (figures 1 and item 101 and figure 7 
items 71 and 72; wide-angle cameras 71 and 72 in figure 7 when combined together are 
considered as one camera unit and they take images from different imaging directions); 

a display unit (figures 2, 12A - 12B, and 13 item 203) for displaying either 
compressed images of said taken image data having been compressed or compressed 
images of said image data stored in said storage unit having been compressed (column 
5 lines 10 - 18; item 114 compressed and encoded signal; also column 6 lines 1 - 9, 
image signal 113 is compressed and encoded); and 

indicating display means for indicating a predetermined range of an entire image 
on said display (figures 2, 12A - 12B, and 13 item 204); 

wherein a second camera unit (figures 1 and item 110 and figure 7 item 73) is 
shifted to said position based on the position information of image data corresponding to 
the range in the indicating display (figures 2, 12A - 12B, and 13 item 202), and 
consecutively taking images of the location corresponding to the position indicated with 
said second camera unit (figures 2, 12A- 12B, and 13 item 202). 

However, Sato et al. fails to disclose position information attached to each set of 
image data and displaying at a predetermined position corresponding to each image set 
of image data, thereby displaying an entire image also the second camera unit is shifted 
to said position based on the position information. Moghadam et al., on the other hand 
discloses position information attached to each set of image data and displaying at a 
predetermined position corresponding to each image set of image data, thereby 
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displaying an entire image also when Moghadam et al. is combined with the teachings 
of Sato et al. the second camera unit of Sato et al. is shifted to said position based on 
the position information. 

More specifically, Moghadam et al. discloses position information associated with 
each set of image data (column 2 lines 9-35 and column 3 lines 52 et seq.; header 
includes panoramic mode indicator for indicating how to combine images) and 
displaying at a predetermined position corresponding to each image set of image data 
(column 2 lines 9-35 and column 3 lines 52 et seq.; header includes panoramic mode 
indicator for indicating how to combine images), thereby displaying an entire image 
(column 2 lines 9-35 and column 3 lines 52 et seq.; header includes panoramic mode 
indicator for indicating how to combine images). Also when Moghadam et al. is 
combined with the teachings of Sato et al. the second camera unit [of Sato et al.] will be 
shifted to said position based on the position information (column 2 lines 9-35 and 
column 3 lines 52 et seq.; header includes panoramic mode indicator for indicating how 
to combine images). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the teachings of Moghadam et al. with the 
teachings of Sato et al. because in column 2 lines 21 - 29 Moghadam et al. teaches 
that the use of the invention will result in a simple camera capable of producing 
panoramic images and hence producing a panoramic or such image and displaying 
using the position information so that the image is arranged correctly; also the 



Application/Control Number: 10/649,150 
Art Unit: 2622 



Page 21 



panoramic image is constructed together avoiding overlapping of images when the 
panoramic image is constructed. 

Regarding claim 30, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 29, Sato et 
al. in view of Moghadam et al. teaches all of the limitations of the parent claim. 
Additionally, Sato et al. teaches said first camera unit shifts the direction of taking 
images in order to create said entire image (figures 1 and item 101 and figure 7 items 
71 and 72; wide-angle cameras 71 and 72 in figure 7 when combined together are 
considered as one camera unit and they take images from different imaging directions), 
while said second camera is shifted to said position based on the position information 
corresponding to the range in said indicating display (figures 2, 12A - 12B, and 13 item 
202 displays the second camera figures 1 and item 110 and figure 7 item 73 changing 
directions to capture the range selected in section 204 of figures 2, 12A - 12B, and 13). 



Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 4 - 6 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 
35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

In the above mentioned claims 5 - 6 are objected to as being dependent upon 
objected on claim 4 which is allowable if rewritten in independent form. 

Claims 10 - 12 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 



Application/Control Number: 10/649,150 Page 22 

Art Unit: 2622 

but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

In the above mentioned claims 11 - 12 are objected to as being dependent upon 
objected on claim 10 which is allowable if rewritten in independent form. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Noro et al. (US patent No. 6,646,677) teaches saving camera angles in memory. 

Lassiter (US patent No. 6,624,846) teaches plural display portions one with wide 
angle and the user selects a range and the second display portion is zoomed in on t hat 
display portion. 

Furlan et al. (US patent No. 6,466,254) teaches taking panoramic image and 
combining different sections together. 

Seeley et al. (US patent No. 6,091,771) teaches multiple portion display system. 

Yamagishi et al. (US patent No. 7,136,096) teaches multiple portion display 
system with panoramic view. 

Tsuruta (US patent No. 5,754,230) teaches multiple portion display system with 
multiple cameras. 

Grage et al. (US patent No. 5,005,083) teaches multiple portion display system 
with multiple cameras. 
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Kawasaki et al. (US patent No. 7,254,482) teaches saving the viewing angle of 
the camera in metadata. 

Urisaka et al. (US patent No. 6,529,234) teaches saving camera positions. 

Kuno (US patent No. 7,161,623) teaches saving camera angles in metadata and 
display having multiple display portions. 

lijima et al. (US patent No. 5,973,726) teaches combing multiple images to make 
panoramic image. 

KATO et al. (US PgPub 2001/0040636) teaches multiple portion display system. 

Elberbaum (US PgPub 2002/0152557) teaches multiple portion display system 
with multiple cameras. 

Wada et al. (US PgPub 2002/0191076) teaches tilting wide angle camera and 
saving the angle of the tilt. 

Takagi et al. (US PgPub 2003/0085997) teaches saving camera panning and 
tilting angles in metadata of file. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Usman Khan whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
1131. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thru 6:45-4:15; Fri 6:45-3:15 or 
Alt. Fri off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Ometz can be reached on (571) 272-7593. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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